


Your Financial Support Will Help Us to Dream Big

In order to faithfully enter God's future for Christ Church Cathedral, we need the
financial support of every parishioner. The costs of financing Cathedral ministries,
even at the level they currently exist, increase every year. Additionally, as we
imagine and develop prayerful plans for our future ministry and prepare to carry out
the work of Jesus in the midst of the city, we will require more financial support.

Last year, 618 parishioners and families, pledged to the Cathedral for a total of
$3.47 million. The Vestry anticipates that we need $3.6 million in pledges in order
to fully and responsibly fund the 2020 budget. That'’s a 3 percent increase over last
year's pledge total: a reachable goal!

We encourage everyone to participate in this year’'s Every Member Canvass,
regardless of the amount. We are asking that each and every parishioner
prayerfully consider increasing his or her pledge by 3 percent in 2020. We are also
aiming to increase our number of pledges by 3 percent.

We do hope you'll join us as we share in the blessings God has given to us; as we pay it
forward and give back to our community and the world through actions and in truth.

Faithfully,
The 2019 Stewardship Council

Mr. David Dupre Mr. Steven Owsley The Very Rev. Barkley Thompson
Ms. Debby Francis Mr. Rob Reedy Mrs. Julie Thurmond
Mrs. Elizabeth Goza Ms. Susan Reeves Mr. Hal Watson

Mrs. Karen Kraycirik Mrs. Mary Swift

ANNUAL PLEDGE AMMOUNT
3% 5% 7% 10%

ANNUAL
How much INCOME

should I give?

$15,000 $450 $750 $1,050 $1,500

The key to living a
financially generous
life is prayerful

and thoughtful
discernment. We
encourage you to
pledge an amount that
is both responsible
and audacious. A
tithe is 10% of one’s
income, a goal that is
often reached after
incremental increases
each year. The chart
below may help you
decide how much to
pledge during 2020.

$25,000 $750 $1,250 $1,750 $2,500

$30,000 $900 $1,500 $2,100 $3,000
$40,000 $1,200 $2,000 $2,800 $4,000
$50,000 $1,500 $2,500 $3,500 $5,000
$60,000 $1,800 $3,000 $4,200 $6,000
$70,000 $2,100 $3,500 $4,900 $7,000
$80,000 $2,400 $4,000 $5,600 $8,000
$90,000 $2,700 $4,500 $6,300 $9,000
$100,000 $3,000 $5,000 $7,000 $10,000
$150,000 $4,500 $7,500 $10,500 $15,000
$200,000 $6,000 $10,000 $14,000 $20,000

$300,000 $15,000 $21,000 $30,000



November 10 is Loyalty Sunday

When we hope to have all pledge
cards returned. A special blessing
will be said in thanksgiving of
these gifts from God during each
worship service.

Ways to Make Your Pledge

When it comes to making your pledge for the upcoming year, there are many
options available.

Complete and sign a 2020 EMC pledge card and place it in the offering plate
during any church service at Christ Church Cathedral, or return it in the
enclosed envelope to the parish offices at 1117 Texas Ave, Houston, TX 77002.

You can also make your pledge via the Cathedral’s website at: www.
christchurchcathedral.org. Simply look for the blue box icon in the center of
the home page labeled 2020 EMC.

If you'd like an alternative to the website or mailing in a pledge card, contact
minister for stewardship, Karen Kraycirik, for additional information on how to
pledge, setting up scheduled giving, or any other questions regarding pledging
or payments. 713-590-3338 or kkraycirik@christchurchcathedral.org
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See what great

love the Father has
lavished on us, that
we should be called
children of God.

—1 JOHN 3:1

We are a community blessed with an extraordinary history - generations
of lay leaders have created and sustained this church since 1839 with
vibrant, meaningful worship and music, engaging spiritual formation for
people of all ages and walks of life, and a robust ministry of outreach and
justice serving and speaking up for those who are most vulnerable.

The generations of saints who came before us have provided a tradition
of being at the forefront of ministry, of overcoming obstacles even when
others said it could not be done, and of showing up, time after time, to
continue to answer the call and do the work that God has given us to do.

In his first letter, Saint John tells us that the way we meet God, and know
God, and deeply encounter God is through our actions — through an
outpouring of empathy and love. John sees what the world can be and
will be when God’s children fully recognize that heaven is not primarily a
place far away, that God is not up there, or over there, but right here —in
our sacred space, in our fellowship, on the streets in our neighborhoods,
and in sharing the Good News with all those we meet. From this very
place, Christ Church Cathedral, God moves out into this city; that is our
work left to do, each and every day.

Without your financial commitment, this life-changing work would not
be possible. God inspires and guides our ministry day in and day out, and
moving from words into action requires time, passion and money. A vast
majority of our annual operating budget relies on the gifts of people who
believe in the mission that we share. As we vision for the future and what
is next in the life of Christ Church Cathedral, let’s continue to dream big
and follow in the footsteps of those who came before us.



SERVE

Every area of ministry requires the time and talent of hundreds of volunteers
to accomplish its work. Worship, music, and formation engage volunteers on a
weekly basis through lay readers, lay Eucharistic ministers, altar guild, ushers
and acolytes, participants in both the Parish and Cathedral choirs, as well as
Sunday school teachers serving ages two through 12th grade. Five days a week,
shared operational support and volunteers ensure the day services provided at
The Beacon continue to run at full strength. Cathedral Youth make their impact
on the greater Houston community and beyond through service days during
the school year volunteering at local non-profit agencies, as well as embarking
on three mission trips during the summer months. The Alternative Giving
Market and Christmas at the Cathedral, programs of the Mission Outreach
Council, encourage a season of serving others leading up to the winter
holidays. Whether it is feeding five hundred or packing meals for 100,000, we
are a community of faith driven by a passion to meet the world’s need.
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TRANSFORM

Several Cathedral ministries were created with the intention of impacting the
lives of those beyond our own community and provide a voice to those who
have none. The Justice and Peace Council strives to create awareness and inspire
action, through various outings and engaging conversations, around topics

such as mental illness, racial reconciliation, human trafficking, and issues facing
the LGBTQ community. Documentary nights, panel discussions, and Civil Rights
pilgrimages are just a few examples of the Council's commitment of love and
service to all.

Across the street, The Beacon serves hundreds of Houston’s homeless through
daily services, civil legal aid, counseling, mentoring and access to housing,
serving and reminding those who live on the margins of the image of God that
lies within them. While around the corner, The Bishop John E. Hines Center for
Spirituality and Prayer is committed to creating a contemplative oasis that
encourages the exploration of spiritual practices that engage both mind and
body in the heart of downtown.



FORM

Formation and fellowship are pillars of our faith culture, both on the Cathedral
campus and in the neighborhoods in which we live and work. Weekly Bible
studies, the Sunday education hour, the Robert C. Stuart Lenten Series, the Faith

& Society seminar and more provide a wide selection of opportunities to engage
in theological discussion and spiritual growth through conversation. “This is

My Story, This is My Song,” a summer Sunday program offered by the Children’s
Ministry Council, connects kids and adults through playful interaction and sharing
childhood favorites, while Seed and Root groups bring youth ministry out into

the neighborhoods, encouraging deeper thinking about faith. The Latino Ministry
Council’'s annual women’s empowerment conference, Conferencia Te, drew almost
80 Latino and Hispanic women last year from all over the Houston area. This past
summer, the Cathedral Reads program engaged 300 parishioners through multiple
discussions of the Harper Lee classic, To Kill a Mockingbird, in both print and film,
inspiring thoughtful intergenerational conversation. Through intentional Christian
fellowship, God'’s love flows from us to our neighbors and out into the world.

HEAL

Our Pastoral Care ministries, recently equipped with a new Minister for Pastoral
Care, tend to parishioners in need through comfort, contact and conversation.
The pastoral care office provides resources to coordinate hospital and in-
home clergy visits, supports those suffering from grief and loss through The
Mourner’s Path, and offers guidance and aid for those impacted by dementia.
From birth and baptism, marriage and death, we offer intentional care to
parishioners throughout all stages of life

The need for respite flows through all of us. The Well, our Sunday evening
Celtic Eucharist, offers a different mode of spiritual healing. It is a worship
service that holds space for contemplation and meditation and offers time for
quiet reflection in a hectic world. By taking a moment to pause and listen, we
can truly hear how God is speaking in our lives.
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This is how we know
what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his
life for us.

— 1 JOHN 3:16

It was through the gift of Christ’s life that we are able to
experience the joys and blessings of God'’s love for us. It is your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure that assure our church will
continue to be a vibrant expression of God'’s love for the world.

Whether you're examining your current giving practice,

or participating financially for the very first time, we hope

that every parishioner will be prayerful about a gift that will
extend Cathedral ministries. Our calling and vision at Christ
Church Cathedral are not standard ones, but ones worthy of
extraordinary commitment. Every gift matters, every pledge
makes a difference, and every contribution helps us build up the
body of Christ.
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SERVE

Every area of ministry requires the time and talent of hundreds of volunteers
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Formation and fellowship are pillars of our faith culture, both on the Cathedral
campus and in the neighborhoods in which we live and work. Weekly Bible
studies, the Sunday education hour, the Robert C. Stuart Lenten Series, the Faith

& Society seminar and more provide a wide selection of opportunities to engage
in theological discussion and spiritual growth through conversation. “This is

My Story, This is My Song,” a summer Sunday program offered by the Children’s
Ministry Council, connects kids and adults through playful interaction and sharing
childhood favorites, while Seed and Root groups bring youth ministry out into

the neighborhoods, encouraging deeper thinking about faith. The Latino Ministry
Council’'s annual women’s empowerment conference, Conferencia Te, drew almost
80 Latino and Hispanic women last year from all over the Houston area. This past
summer, the Cathedral Reads program engaged 300 parishioners through multiple
discussions of the Harper Lee classic, To Kill a Mockingbird, in both print and film,
inspiring thoughtful intergenerational conversation. Through intentional Christian
fellowship, God'’s love flows from us to our neighbors and out into the world.
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HEAL

Our Pastoral Care ministries, recently equipped with a new Minister for Pastoral
Care, tend to parishioners in need through comfort, contact and conversation.
The pastoral care office provides resources to coordinate hospital and in-
home clergy visits, supports those suffering from grief and loss through The
Mourner’s Path, and offers guidance and aid for those impacted by dementia.
From birth and baptism, marriage and death, we offer intentional care to
parishioners throughout all stages of life

The need for respite flows through all of us. The Well, our Sunday evening
Celtic Eucharist, offers a different mode of spiritual healing. It is a worship
service that holds space for contemplation and meditation and offers time for
quiet reflection in a hectic world. By taking a moment to pause and listen, we
can truly hear how God is speaking in our lives.
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“Our church is not a building on Texas Avenue, but rather a family.
It is the people, not the place. We feel acceptance in the official
services of the church as well as from the folks sitting beside us, even
though we may have never met. All are welcome to participate and
share the warmth of Christ’s love here at Christ Church Cathedral.”

GAIL AND MIKE HENDRYX, 2020 EMC CO-CHAIRS
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It was through the gift of Christ’s life that we are able to
experience the joys and blessings of God'’s love for us. It is your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure that assure our church will
continue to be a vibrant expression of God'’s love for the world.

Whether you're examining your current giving practice,

or participating financially for the very first time, we hope

that every parishioner will be prayerful about a gift that will
extend Cathedral ministries. Our calling and vision at Christ
Church Cathedral are not standard ones, but ones worthy of
extraordinary commitment. Every gift matters, every pledge
makes a difference, and every contribution helps us build up the
body of Christ.



